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Journalism as a Ritual:

For a New Understanding of Partisan Journalism in Korea

Youngheum Park
Researcher, Sogang University

Kyun Kim
Professor, Sogang University

This study attempts to convey a comprehensive picture of the current state of Korean
journalism, which is highly and explicitly partisan, by adding a new cultural dimension to
our understanding of the problem. The basic premise of this study is that the partisan
nature of Korean journalism has been supported and ensured by the emotional and moral
experiences of individuals which subsequently provide an important basis for maintaining
and reinforcing a sense of political belonging. Inspired by Durkheim’s theory of ritual, the
authors argue that journalism in Korea functions as a ritual which submits individuals to
a particular collective discipline of a political group and then serves to reaffirm the
cohesiveness of the group. Examining the interplay between social and technological
conditions of Korean journalism, this study analyzes the historical formation of partisan
journalism in Korea during last three decades. Finally, taking the current partisan
journalism of Korea as a site of intervention and dislocation, the authors hope that this
understanding leads us to identify a new set of theoretical issues regarding the current
failure of communication structure of Korean society and journalism’s role in it.

Keywords: journalism, ritual, Durkheim, partisanship, collective effervescence
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