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Hyper-Localism in Local Media and Changes in the Category

of Locality™**
In-Depth Interview with a Busan-Based YouTube Channel Operator

Ju Hyun Kang***

(Research Professor, Regional Entrepreneurship Education Research Center, Pusan National University)

This study investigated the characteristics of local media based on Busan from a vantage point of
hyperlocal media, a concept based in Western society. In-depth interviews were conducted with 11
people, including a YouTube channel operator who produces content for the YouTube platform in
Busan, a YouTube channel operator of a local media, and an activist of a local media civic group.

First, the concept of locality assumes a geographical basis in that the content creators are located in a
particular region, but in the new media environment, the locality of content creators is no longer
confined to the geography in which administrative work takes place. Rather, locality refers to a kind of
social and collective identity. In terms of content produced by citizens, use by local users, and active
participation in large-scale issues closely related to everyday life, community-based local media is a
means to increase citizen participation. However, it is difficult to say whether civic participation is
activated in that civic actors avoid making appearances in the media.

Through local media activities of each of these actors, the local media gradually grew into a medium
that communicates with the global/national audiences through local content. Within the physical local
conditions, the content dealt with the local history, people, subject matter, and background. In
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addition, the value of travel or entertainment was included in the content and was advertised both
domestically and internationally. In addition, the content creators tried to establish social solidarity
beyond the region by bringing in issues of universal value such as labor, human rights, and issues
raised by civic groups.

However, in this study, interest-oriented content that had no choice but to depend on the number of
views was weak in revealing the structural contradictions of the society. Even if civic media fills the
gap that traditional media has not filled, if it is not necessarily closely related to the lives of local
people, and the identity of the local media remains ambiguous. It is necessary to look at the local
value not only as a product value, but as a content closely related to life.

Citizen YouTube producers did not have enough financial resources to generate their own revenue,
and they often had to work other jobs due to financial difficulties. Local-based YouTube channel
operators were producing and supplying local content with affection, professionalism, and a sense of
duty in a finandially difficult situation.

For community-based citizen media to be more active, policy support such as provision of equipment
or programs and subsidies is required, rather than relegating local media as a problem to be solved by
leaving it to market principles. In addition, in order to enhance the professional quality of the content,
support such as video production and editing education and legal advice is required.

Keywords: Hyperlocal, Locality, Local media, Local content, YouTube
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Table 1. Description of Hyperlocal Media Interviewees

Pseudonym Local media creator The subject of YouTube Age Gender
features media contents activity period  (Year of birth)
A One person media Local Real Estate 6 months Late 30's M
(1982)
. 1 year Early 50’s
B One person media Local Walk 6 months (1970) M
C One person media Local introduction 2 years Mid 40's F
(1977)
. . 1 year Early 50’s
D Team media production Local restaurant 1 month (1970) M
E Team media production Local tourism 5 years Late 40's M
(1973)
. . Local university-based Early 20s
F Team media production content 1 year (2001) M
G Support for local citizen  Local civil society issues 2 years Early 40s =
media production (labor, gender, etc.) 4 months (1981)
L Early 50s
H Local media civic group none (1971) F
- . Current affairs, Early 40s
| Traditional media outlet entertainment, etc 9 months (1981) M
» . Current affairs, Late 30's
J Traditional media outlet entertainment, etc 2 years (1982) M
» . Current affairs, Mid 30's
K Traditional media outlet entertainment, etc 1 year (1987) M
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1) XY ME O|C|oie] RRE SEHE &S
B ARTEANH2020) ¢ <2020 2782 APl W= L2kl 9 ZUE o] 8EL
20204 66.2%°1 °12 2018\ 33.6%, 2019 47.1%<} vlus) vl$- whEr] A7)
o}, o] ZAlA] 2020138 70 R AE 284} 65.3% % REE o8t s A9 7]
Hke] fRE A A ofS AP A ST 23] St wike- Ak 2021 99
A 7)o AR A wHefe] At Al AR Ak Ao Ae] e (FAR)
8.36%F oo AH. APdel (thulso] 1.77%F Woltk, (IARND) AP 5.5%F Wolar AH.
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