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Abstract

Instrumental Knowledge
and Instrumentalization of Intellectuals

Seok-Choon Shon

Professor, Dept. of Media Communication, Konkook University

There are serious conflicts of opinion in universities in Korea between
university presidents who view a university as a global leader and
students who consider it as only an institution for employment
preparation. Is it truly impossible to overcome the difference of two
viewpoints on the knowledge production of universities? For com-
munication between these two viewpoints running parallel line without
a point of contact, this paper brings up two research questions; First,
do universities produce instrumental knowledge forming a triangle
alliance with power and capital? Second, what is the desirable paradigm
of knowledge that universities should be responsible for? As a result
of research, it is difficult to conclude that universities in Korea produce
instrumental knowledge forming a triangle alliance, however, it clearly
shows that they have such tendency. Therefore, it is crucial to have
broad communications of knowledge based on ‘Varieties of Capitalism’.
Scholars’ introspection is required before the criticism that universities
are producing the instrumental knowledge of capital if a university is
‘a liberal and equal community for learning consisting of professors and
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students’ as Humboldt, a founder of modern university, defined. In-
strumentalization of intellectuals is not desirable not only for scholars

themselves but also for the nation.

Key words: instrumental knowledge, triangle alliance, tendency,
Varieties of Capitalism
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